
BOARD	OF	FIRE	COMMISSIONERS	
Montgomery	Township	Fire	District	2	

PO	Box	264	
Blawenburg,	New	Jersey	08504	

	
MINUTES	OF	SPECIAL	MEETING	OF	JANUARY	25,	2025	

	
CALL	TO	ORDER	
	
The	special	meeting	of	the	Board	was	called	to	order	by	Chairman	Mozumdar	at	
9:00	a.m.	following	proof	of	publication	under	the	Open	Public	Meetings	Law.		The	
annual	meeting	notice	was	published	in	the	Courier	News,	official	newspaper	of	the	
district	and	provided	to	two	other	newspapers,	filed	with	the	municipal	clerk,	
posted	at	the	Montgomery	Township	Municipal	Building,	board	offices	and	fire	
district	web	site,	and	provided	to	any	person	requesting	same	prior	to	the	meeting.			
	
Roll	Call	
	
Present:	Commissioners	Rich	Hopkins,	Stephen	Morrison,	Michael	
Ruppert(virtually)	and	Chairman	Andy	Mozumdar.				
Absent:	Commissioner	Gerry	Hogan	
	
Also	present:	Attorney	Eric	Perkins	and	Accountant	Susan	Perkins.			
	
Public	Hearing	on	Proposed	2025	Budget	Amendment	–		
	
Chairman	Mozumdar	made	a	motion	to	open	the	meeting	to	the	public	for	the	
purpose	of	a	hearing	on	the	proposed	amendment	to	the	approved	2025	budget.		
Commissioner	Hopkins	seconded	the	motion.		There	being	no	members	of	the	public	
present,	Commissioner	Hopkins	made	a	motion	to	close	the	meeting	to	the	public.	
Commissioner	Morrison	seconded	the	motion,	and	it	was	unanimously	adopted.	
	
Adoption	of	Proposed	2025	Budget	Amendment	–		
	
Commissioner	Morrison	noted	that	the	purpose	of	the	amendment	was	to	increase	
the	approved	budget	revenue	by	$75,000	reflecting	the	PPE	grant	which	the	BOFC	
has	received.		The	amendment	also	increases	expenditures	to	reflect	the	purchase	of	
the	PPE.		The	amendment	has	no	impact	on	the	amount	of	monies	to	be	raised	by	
taxation.		Commissioner	Morrison	moved	approval	of	the	amendment.		
Commissioner	Hopkins	seconded	the	motion,	and	it	was	unanimously	adopted.	
	
RESOLUTION	2025-0		Authorizing	the	2025	Budget	to	be	read	by	Title	
	
N.J.S.A.	40A:14-78.2	provides	that	the	approved	budget	may	be	read	by	title,	
provided	that	at	least	one	week	prior	to	the	hearing	a	complete	copy	of	the	
approved	budget	was	posted	in	the	Montgomery	Township	municipal	offices	and	



	 2	

was	made	available	to	each	person	requesting	a	copy	during	the	week	prior	to	and	
during	the	public	hearing.		The	Board	has	complied	with	the	provisions	of	the	
statute.	
	
Chairman	Mozumdar	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	reading	of	the	budget	by	title.	
Commissioner	Hopkins	seconded	the	motion,	and	it	was	approved	by	a	unanimous	
vote.	
	
PUBLIC	HEARING	ON	BUDGET	ADOPTION	
	
Commissioner	Morrison	made	a	motion	to	open	the	meeting	to	the	public	for	the	
purpose	of	receiving	public	comment	on	the	budget.		Commissioner	Mozumdar	
seconded	the	motion	and	it	passed	unanimously.	
	
Commissioner	Hopkins	noting	the	absence	of	any	member	of	the	public	made	a	
motion	to	close	the	meeting	to	the	public.		Commissioner	Ruppert	seconded	the	
motion	and	it	passed	unanimously.	
	
ADOPTION	OF	2025	BUDGET	AS	AMENDED	
	
Commissioner	Morrison	reported	that	the	Division	of	Local	Government	Services	
has	conditionally	approved	the	budget	for	adoption,	assuming	the	amendment	
resolution	passed.		After	a	brief	discussion	by	the	Board,	Commissioner	Morrison	
made	a	motion	to	adopt	the	proposed	fire	district	budget	for	2025	in	the	amount	of	
$1,317,280.00,	of	which	the	sum	of	$1,056,500.00	is	to	be	raised	by	taxation,	
(synopsis	appended	to	these	minutes).		The	estimated	tax	rate	will	be	$0.052	per	
$100	assessed	valuation,	the	same	as	2024.		
	
	Motion	by	Morrison;	2nd	by	Hopkins.	Motion	passed	unanimously.	
	
ADJOURNMENT	
	
There	being	no	further	business	to	come	before	the	Board,	the	meeting	adjourned	at			
9:15	a.m.		The	next	regularly	scheduled	meeting	of	the	Board	will	be	February	13th,	
2025.		Motion	to	adjourn	by	Morrison,	2nd	by	Ruppert.		Motion	passed	without	
objection.	
	


